APPARITIONS

A Ballad Sequence
for Tenor, Harmonica, String Quartet, and Piano

Phyllis Tate

These ghost songs are performed for the most part as if through a gauze, the dynamics
only occasionally rising to forte and the string quartet playing largely con sordini. Each
song centres around its basic tune and its inversion or retrograde version: the intro-
ductory ‘Evocation’ for instruments only (representing the calling-up of the ghosts)

is on two separate harmonic planes, with a suggestion of folk background.
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Evocation, leadingto:

1. The Wife of Usher’s Well: Here the tune and its inversion are each subjected
to a gradual compression process against a ‘drone’, which leads eventually to an
ominous cock-crowing before fading into oblivion.

2. The Suffolk Miracle: Mostly a duet for singer and harmonica, with much
interplay between the two, the tune constantly switching from one to the other.

3. The Unquiet Grave: The singer performs a duet with himself as both lover
and his ghostly sweetheart. In this song the chordal scheme which provides the
melodic lineisitselfinverted.

4. Unfortunate Miss Bailey speaks for herself and introduces an incidental
element of percussion. Itleads to:

Envoi: In this final instrumental summing up the natural and the supernatural
meet on more equal terms: the folk-song suggestion of the opening Evocation is
revived and presented in positive melodic form on the piano against the string
quartet’s palindromic version. Finally the harmonica performs the last rites with
a brief reminder of the first ballad.
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ITI. THE UNQUIET GRAVE
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